
 

 

PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Cambridge, UK – October 23, 2015 

SYMPOSIA PROVIDE FORUM FOR GLOBAL UNIVERSITY-LEVEL MATERIALS EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY TO SHARE IDEAS AND BEST PRACTICE 

Leading educators and authors confirmed to speak at Spring 2016 events 

World-renowned educators will share their knowledge at a unique series of symposia next year, where the 
global university-level materials education community gathers to discuss ideas and best practice in teaching 
materials across engineering, design and science. If your organisation has an interest in materials teaching, 
please add the Materials Education Symposia to your published calendar of events. 

Granta Design helps to coordinate the Materials Education Symposia across three continents:  

• The 7th North American Education Materials Symposium (NAMES), University of California, Berkeley, 
March 17-18, 2016;  

• 8th International Materials Education Symposium, University of Cambridge, UK, April 7-8, 2016; 
• 2nd Asian Materials Education Symposium, National University of Singapore, December 8-9, 2016. 

The Independent Advisory Committee is delighted to confirm that speakers at these events will include: 
Prof Mike Ashby (Cambridge), Prof Sir Harry Bhadeshia (Cambridge), Prof William Callister (Utah), Prof David 
Dornfeld (UC Berkeley), Dr John Dunlop (Max Planck), Prof Stanley Howard (South Dakota), Prof Mark 
Miodownik (UCL), Prof James Shackelford (UC Davis), Dr Cyrus Wadia (Nike, formerly of the White House 
Office for Science and Technology), and Prof Sybrand van der Zwaag (TU Delft). 

The symposia include a packed speaker program, interactive discussion sessions, poster sessions and 
networking opportunities. They have three main aims: to share ideas, experiences, successes and failures; to 
provoke discussion around these issues; and to expand the links between disciplines that form a key feature 
of the materials community.  

Professor Mike Ashby, chair of the Advisory Committee, picked up on a recent statement from the UK Higher 
Education Academy (HEA) in which it said that “universities must place more emphasis on teaching quality”, 
to comment: “The over-emphasis on research achievements and on university finance has eclipsed the first 
and primary reason that colleges and universities exist: to inspire and educate the next generation of leaders, 
thinkers and innovators. The HEA has taken action on a problem that is recognised in colleges and universities 
in many other parts of the world. There is an emerging emphasis on ways to foster teaching quality. The 
Materials Education Symposia are a way we can share ideas on ways to carry this forward.” 

Speaking after last year’s NAMES, Professor James Shackelford said: "I once again found the NAMES 
gathering to be an exceptional opportunity to share best practices and new ideas with fellow materials 
educators." Professor William Callister, who was also at NAMES, said: “This year's symposium was stimulating 
and delightful; it gave participants an opportunity to rub shoulders with colleagues, make new friends, and 
learn about innovations in materials education.” 

Over the past seven years the symposia have brought together hundreds of people involved in teaching 
materials-related topics to undergraduates and helped build a vibrant international community. For more 
information on attending the symposia, see www.materials-education.com/index.htm. 
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Image 2: Materials Education Symposia 

Caption: The Materials Education Symposia bring 
together the global university-level materials 
education community to discuss ideas and best 
practice in teaching materials. 
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ABOUT THE MATERIALS EDUCATION SYMPOSIA 

The symposia are coordinated by Granta Design; the Symposia Academic Advisory Committee; and educators 
at: University of Cambridge, University of California, Berkeley, National University of Singapore, SUTD, and 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University. The organisers are grateful for support from ASM International and MRS 
Singapore, and additional help from FEMS, TMS, IFEES, the Materials Division of ASEE, and SEFI. 

ABOUT GRANTA DESIGN LTD 

Granta are the materials information technology experts. The company develops market leading software for 
managing materials and process information in engineering enterprises, and a series of tools for applying that 
data to key materials and product design decisions. Granta provides educational software and resources to 
support and enhance materials teaching, including CES EduPack™, Granta’s world-leading teaching resource 
for materials in engineering, design and sustainability which is used by more than 1,000 universities and 
colleges worldwide. Granta’s aim is to provide a hub for communication, information and inspiration. More 
details can be found at the Teaching Resources Website at http://teachingresources.grantadesign.com/index. 
Granta was founded in 1994 as a spinout from the University of Cambridge and the work of Professors Mike 
Ashby and David Cebon. For further information go on line to www.grantadesign.com.  

Follow @GrantaDesign on Twitter. 

 
DOWNLOADS AND FURTHER INFORMATION  

• For media info and to download supporting images: www.grantadesign.com/news/media.htm  
• Granta for Education information: www.grantadesign.com/education/  

MEDIA CONTACT:      

John Downing, Technical Communications Specialist  
Granta Design Limited, UK +44-1223-518895, USA +1-800-241-1546 john.downing@grantadesign.com    
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